


CITY OF CIRCLEVILLE
HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD
104 EAST FRANKLIN STREET
CIRCLEVILLE, OH  43113
(740) 477-8224


October 4, 2021
CITY ADMINISTRATION ~ CONFERENCE ROOM

MEETING MINUTES


Members Present:  Richard Verito – Chairperson, Jessica Calder, Mike Combs Zach Miller, James Stanley and Clerk – Brenda Short.  Richard Rhoades was absent.

Prior to the meeting tonight, Holly Mattei provided training for all member present and provided an electronic version to the Clerk for those unable to attend tonight.

Mr. Verito called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.

The first item on the agenda is an item tabled from last month.  Certificate of Appropriateness #3-21, as requested by Community United Methodist Church, 120 N. Pickaway St., Circleville, OH  43113, for 23 square foot illuminated sign in a Special Use District (SU) within Historic District Overlay (HD).

Members of the church present were Tom Tootle, Paster Marie Smith, Ken Green, Connie Kelly and Tom Duvall.

Paster Smith stated she would like to apologize on behalf of the Board of Trustees for the missed step of applying for a Certificate of Appropriateness prior to installing the new sign.  She stated the church is very much part of the community and that is why they changed their name to Community United Methodist Church in 1968.  They had the opportunity to move to a new location a few years ago and decided not to and stay where they are.  They provide transportation for the community, provide meals to some residents that are unable to leave their homes, offer flu shots, donate money to the schools and truly are a part of the community.  The sign is not designed to be flashy.  It will just provide information for the community.  The top portion will not change.  It will list the paster’s name and times of worship.  The bottom portion will list upcoming events and times.  There will not be any pictures.

Tom Tootle stated under item (H) of the criteria for a Certificate of Appropriateness, it states contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, material and character of the property, neighborhood or environment.

Richard Verito asked the church members that were present to present to the Board why this sign should be approved.

Ken Green stated the materials matched as close to today’s materials.  The arch on the sign mimics the old arch.  The sign does not call any unnecessary attention to the corner.

Mr. Verito asked what are some examples of the digital images and what is the time intervals?

Mr. Green stated there were no pictures, just text messages and the interval of the messages can be adjusted as to what is allowed.

Paster Smith stated the lettering comes in blocks and the church will adjust the time intervals to what the City allows.  It is programmed and can be customized.

Jim Stanley inquired if the digital message could be removed now that the sign has been constructed.  He stated that is the part of the sign code that is causing the conflict.

Mr. Green stated the church had chosen to go with a digital sign to do away with church members having to open the glass door and hold it up while changing the message letters.  It was a hazard to the person updating the sign.

Jim Stanley stated item (M) All signs within the Historic Design Review District shall conform to the material standards of this Section, be of such size, scale, style and design that reflects the era during which the structure was build, and shall conform to the requirements of this Ordinance.  Sign size and shape shall also respond to the existing proportions of period structures, and signs shall not be permitted to cover “blank-out” or close existing window and doorway openings or otherwise hid important architectural features.  

He explained the church had a non-conforming sign to begin with.  They stated they were going to update the sign with a new base.  They did not mention they were changing the sign.

 Mike Combs stated he is usually opposed to these kind of signs, but in this case, it has improved the area and does look nice.  

Mike Combs made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness Permit #3-21 with the following conditions:	Black background with two (2) colors
		Top of the sign stays static
		Bottom of sign changes no more than three (3) times per hour
		No graphic or sound
Zack Miller seconded the motion.

Jessica Calder - Yes;  James Stanley - No;  Mike Combs - Yes;  Richard Verito - Yes;  Zach Miller – Yes.   Motion carried,  Certificate of Appropriateness #3-21 approved with above listed conditions.

Second item on the agenda is a new item.  Certificate of Appropriateness #5-21, as requested by Sue Lumley on behalf of Pickaway County Historical Society for updates to be done to Ted Lewis Museum located at 133 W. Main St., Circleville, OH in Downtown Business District (DB) within Historic District Overlay (HD).

Sue Lumley explained that the Visitor’s Bureau and Pickaway County Department of Developmental Disabilities had donated a handicap accessibility mechanism to the Ted Lewis Museum and it was determined that a handrail should be installed for additional safety.  The railing will be helpful when the ramp is out.  It will also be helpful when it is not out, as it will give support for those climbing the step to go into the building.  The ramp does not stay out all the time.  It is put out when the business is contacted that wheelchair accessibility is needed.  The handrail will go on the step and will not be connected to the building.  The ramp is portable and does not connect to the building or the steps.  The handrailing will be black in color.

Jim Stanley made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness Permit #5-21 as submitted.  Mike Combs – Yes;  Jessica Calder – Yes;  Richard Verito – Yes;  Zach Miller – Yes;  and Jim Stanley – Yes.  Motion approved.  Certificate of Appropriateness #5-21 approved.

Jim Stanley made a motion to adjourn and Zach Miller seconded.  
















eThe Historic District Review Board had not met since July 2019.  The following members were appointed per Mayor McIlroy:  Richard Verito – downtown business owner, Jessica Calder – downtown business manager, Zach Miller – downtown business owner, Mike Combs – reappointed previous member, James Stanley – City Service Director and alternate Richard Rhoades – downtown business owner.  Brenda Short from City Administration was appointed as Clerk. 

In 2019 most of the members resigned stating there was lack of Administration support.  Mike Combs was the only member that did not resign.  The Mayor stated he can guarantee this board will receive his support.  Covid caused difficulty in populating the board.  The City is in the process of re-writing the current Zoning Code and it is his recommendation that the Historic District Review Board and Planning & Zoning be combined into one board.  This would be a decision made by Council.  He stated he appreciated everyone accepting their appointment.

Mayor McIlroy reviewed the responsibilities of the Historic Review Board and the procedures they will follow.  A copy of this was given to each member and a copy is attached.

Members Present:  Richard Verito, Jessica Calder, Zach Miller, Mike Combs, Jim Stanley, alternate Richard Rhoades and Clerk Brenda Short.

The HDRB Meeting was called to order by Mayor McIlroy at 5:20 p.m.

Roll call was done and all members were present.

Mayor McIlroy stated he would entertain a motion to appoint a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson.  He stated that Brenda Short would serve as the recording Secretary for the board.  Once the Chair and Vice-Chair are elected, he will then leave the meeting and they can oversee the meeting tonight.

Zach Miller made a motion to appoint Richie Verito as the Chairperson, seconded by Mike Combs.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
Jim Stanley made a motion to appoint Mike Combs as Vice-Chairperson, seconded by Zach Miller.  All in favor.  Motion carried

Jim Stanley made a motion to allow the public 3 minutes per case to speak, seconded by Jessica Calder.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Tom Spring stated he did not feel three minutes as sufficient to be able to hear all relevant comments.  Mike Combs stated in the past, it was more lenient.  

Richard Verito stated the first two items on the agenda tonight were in reference to signage on his building and Pumpkin Show Park and both were submittals from Ohio Health.  He stated he would abstain and turn the meeting over to Mike Combs for those two agenda items.

Jim Stanley stated all four items to be heard tonight are in reference to signs.  He stated each member was given copies of the signage section from the Zoning Code.  He suggested reviewing Page 4-18 Item #12 – definition for mural, Page 4-19 Item #20 definition for wall sign, Page 4-26 Item #8 murals and                           in the Historic District Overlay section, page 3-51 Item #M in reference to signs in Historic District Overlay.  

Mike Combs stated the first item on the agenda is Certificate of Appropriateness #1-21, as requested by Ohio Health, 600 N. Pickaway St., Circleville, OH, for a sign at 206 S. Court St., Circleville, OH, measuring 12.3’ x 43’, with a total square footage of 598.9 square feet in the Downtown Business District (DB) within the Historic District Overlay (HD).

Matt O’Leary spoke on behalf of Richie Verito.  He stated he feels this sign is more a mural than a wall sign.  If the Certificate of Appropriateness is granted, then it moves onto the BZA as a variance for the size.  This is an investment back into community.    The sign is keeping with the character of the building.  It will be attached to the building with anchors and there will be no damage or alterations to the building itself.  The sign will not cover any architectural features.  The windows of the building were not original, so therefore covering them will not be an issue.  The sign promotes the City and preserves the historic district.  

Teratia Welch from Ohio Health stated Ohio Health had approached Richie Verito in reference to this sign and his building.  As a way to give back to the community. A portion of the proceeds will go back to the restoration of downtown.  The pictures of the buildings on the sign will be updated every 2-3 years.  People walking downtown can see the illusion come to live with the QR code.  This is not a billboard sign you would see along US Route 23.

Mr. O’Leary stated this sign is easily removable and can be changed out as needed.  

Jim Stanley asked if the vinyl fades over time.

Teratia Welch stated it does and is good for about 2-3 years.  She stated that if it has Ohio Health’s name on it, it would not be left up faded as this is a reflection on Ohio Health.    The sign would be changed out every 2-3 years and they would come back to the HDRB for approval of the new sign each time.  She stated Ohio Health has these signs in other towns and they have been well received.

Tom Spring asked what other towns have Ohio Health signs.

Mrs. Welch stated Mansfield.

Tom Spring addressed the board.  This board is new and members must carefully consider applications.  He suggested holding the applications and carefully deliberating on this.  This is something critical and should not make a hasty decision tonight.  He stated you have 90 days to make a decision and nothing has to be decided tonight.  He stated the sign exceeds the standard size for Historic area.

Mr. O’Leary stated this has already been heard by the BZA and was tabled, pending Certificate of Appropriateness Certificate.

Zach Miller made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness #1-21 and Jessica Calder seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.

This item will now go back to BZA for their Variance Permit.

Mike Combs stated the second item on the agenda is Certificate of Appropriateness #2-21, as requested by Ohio Health, 600 N. Pickaway St., Circleville, OH, for a sign at Pumpkin Show Park located at 102 N. Court St., Circleville, OH, measuring 111’ x 21’, with a total square footage of 2331 square feet in the Downtown Business District (DB) within the Historic District Overlay (HD).

Teratia Welch stated she was here on behalf of Ohio Health in reference to the sign on the Verizon Building at Pumpkin Show Park.  She stated they had originally applied for a sign permit and variance in September 2019 and both were approved.  Now, it has been 2 years and the sign is starting to fade and it is time to take that one down and put up a new one.  She stated the new sign is not as busy of an image and brings in the pumpkin image.  This is an excellent place to do photos when downtown.  There is no change in the size.  They plan to take the old one down and put the new one up all at the same time.  She is here today to get approval for the new sign.

Tom Spring stated the maximum square footage is 100 square feet for signage and 20’ high.  The original sign exceeds the allowable square footage and Ohio Health should have applied for a variance prior to having it installed.

Teratia Welch stated they did apply to Planning & Zoning and received approval of the size variance.

Brenda Short confirmed they had appeared before Planning and Zoning in 2019 and the sign permit and variance were approved at the time for the original sign installation.

Jessica Calder made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness #2-21, seconded by Zack Miller.  All in favor.  Motion carried.


[bookmark: _Hlk82085603]They will now need to apply to BZA for sign variance.

Richie Verito stated the next item on the agenda is Certificate of Appropriateness #3-21, as requested by Community United Methodist Church, 120 N. Pickaway St., Circleville, OH, for a 23 square foot illuminated digital sign, in the Special Use District (SU) within the Historic District Overlay (HD).

Larry Rogers stated he was here tonight on behalf of the church.  He stated he is a life-long resident of Circleville and is invested in the City of Circleville.  Photo of the old sign and photo of the new sign were presented with the application.

Connie Kelly, also from the Community United Methodist Church, stated as they were trying to work on the old sign, it started falling apart and not much was salvageable.  A brick base was made and the top was modified to have an arch, like other signs in that area (CVS and US Bank).  She stated they wanted to match the sign with the church.  There is no glare.

Richie Verito inquired why they wanted to have a lighted sign.

Mr. Rogers stated lettered signs are harder to switch out and dangerous for the older folks doing that task.

Mr. Verito inquired if they had checked with the City to confirm if the sign was permitted.

Larry Rogers stated he had early discussion with the City, but the detail of lighted digital sign did not come up.  He stated they had actually reduced the size of the new sign.

Mike Combs stated that previously a lighted digital sign was approved for DeLong Insurance on Scioto Street and Watt Street Tavern and Watt Street.

Jim Stanley stated the sign on Scioto Street is not in the Historic District Overlay.  The one at Watt Street Tavern is in the Historic District Overlay, but it does go along with the era the building was built in.  Many renovations have been done to the building and the sign fits in with the building well.

Mr. Stanley stated the sign itself should reflect the era the building was built in.  Digital signage at the church takes away from the era the building was originally built in.

Richie inquired about what parts of the old sign were kept as part of the new sign.

Mr. Rogers stated they used the footer and a little bit of the metal and wiring.

Mr. Verito asked if the board had any other questions.

Mr. Verito asked if the guests had any questions.

Mr. Spring stated a digital display sign is not for that era of the building.

Tom Tootle, a member of the church, stated he did not feel the sign would destroy the significance of the church.

Richard Rhoades stated there is a lot of code to review in reference to this signage.  He suggested that this item be tabled and reviewed and acted upon at a later date.

Jim Stanley made a motion to table Certificate of Appropriateness #3-21 and review it more; Zach Miller seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Richie Verito stated the next item on the agenda is Certificate of Appropriateness #4-21, as requested by Chad McAllister of Midway Signs for 17.12 total square footage of signs located at 106 W. Main St., Circleville, OH, in the Downtown Business District (DB) within the Historic District Overlay (HD).

Chad McCallister stated he was hired to do the sign for Surge Staffing.  He explained there is one vinyl sign with business hours on the door and one sign above the door on the outside of the building that is lit with channel letters.  It has LED luminated lights.  He stated he has done several in Chillicothe and has had no issues.  The channel letters are 10” from the wall and the LED lights are behind the orange so that tames the lighting down some.  The total square footage of signage is under 20 square feet.

Richard Rhoades stated he has used Chad for some of his signage in Chillicothe and has had no complaints about brightness or nuisance.

Mike Combs made a motion to approve Certificate of Appropriateness #4-21 and Jessica Calder seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

This signage is complete with permits.

Tom Spring asked to address the Board once everyone else left the room.  He stated he would like to assist the board with just some general advice.  He stated it is very important that board members get some training in order to do their job.  He suggested moving the meetings to Council Chambers so there is more space and the applicants can present to board and guests.  Most of the presentations for tonight were unable to be seen by the guests as the presenters had their backs to them.  He stated all members should have a copy of the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Code book to review and reference for each case.

Jim Stanley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mike Combs.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.                         
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