


      PARK BOARD
CITY OF CIRCLEVILLE
104 EAST FRANKLIN STREET
CIRCLEVILLE, OH  43113
(740) 477-8224

Wednesday, September 7 2022
City Council Chambers

MINUTES

Members Present:  Beth Mason, Tyler Cruz, Megan Travis, Jim Stanley and Clerk Brenda Short.  

Brenda Short did the roll call.  

Beth Mason called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:
Megan Travis made a motion to approve the August 2022 meeting minutes as recorded.  Tyler Cruz seconded the motion.   All in favor, motion carried.

President’s Report:
Beth Mason stated that at City Council last, they approved to buy Corwin Street and make a park.  We will be discussing what to put there later, but everyone seems to want basketball courts and skate park.  There was supposed to be someone here to talk about skate park, but she has not arrived yet.  Basketball courts should not cost that much and the City may have some funds to assist with those.  More news on that later after it passes the school board.  The school board meeting is next Wednesday night at 7 pm if anyone wants to attend.

Service Director’s Report:
Jim Stanley stated Ted Lewis Park now has power. AEP installed new pole and transformer set.  They can move forward now with getting the building finished up and the computer for splashpad set up.  We are waiting on the equipment for the playground which now scheduled to be delivered end of October or early November.  That won’t be installed till at least the end of November.  Paving will be done the week after next to do Picnic Avenue and the portion of Ted Lewis Drive that has not been finished yet. The roof at Barthelmas Park was finished and the trim is up.  Looking to do some paving and parking area work at Barthelmas Park to fix some of that roadway where you enter the park area.  He stated he also wants to start getting some of those parking areas paved that we have created.  Not the ones to the south.  Will wait to see that layout later.  Right now, that is just for overflow parking, but want to get a layout if there is going to be diamonds in there later.
Beth Mason stated she talked to John Ankrom today and he has the plans drawn up for the dugouts and the extension on the building.  He will deliver that to the City and the County to get permits.  He is working on the last one for the press box.  

New Business/Old Business:
Ted Lewis Accessible Playground
Travis Dresbach spoke on behalf of the need for accessible playgrounds and parks for the community.  He stated it is hard to get around the parks.  He wanted a general idea as to what is being put out at Ted Lewis.  Jim Stanley stated he has the plans in his office and it would be better to show those to him if he could stop by the office anytime and he would go over those with him.  There are some features that are meant for that type of use.  H also inquired if there were going to be swings like they have at Mary Virginia Crites Hannan Park for wheelchairs.  

Brook Schamehorn stated she is a bit concerned about the pavement.  The parking lot at Ted Lewis now is unsafe.  Any person with a walker for rollator tried to get into Ted Lewis they would not be able to.  

Beth Mason stated the paving for the parking lot should begin in a couple weeks.

Trees at Ted Lewis
Larry Logan was supposed to be here tonight to speak about trees at Ted Lewis, but he is not here.

Barthelmas Addition
Beth Mason asked if the Mayor had stated whether he could get the plans for the four diamonds or have the other plans revised. 

 Jim Stanley stated he was not aware of this.  Nothing has been done with that at this point.

Megan asked who would the Park Commission go to o get the plan and have them revised with what people in the community want in the park.

Jim Stanley stated the only plans he has seen the concept plans that were done by G2 and we have those.  He stated he is not aware of any further developments.  Those plans have two diamonds.  If that is something you want us to look into, it costs to do that, we can contact G2 and have them make that determination.

Beth Mason stated they just want to know if four regular size diamonds would fit there along with a clover leaf with the concession being in the middle.

Jim stated he will reach out to some designers and see.

Travis Dresbach stated that in regards to Barthelmas Park and Ted Lewis, other than the parking areas, is thee any other concrete area that people can get around on for those that can’t walk on the soft surfaces.

Beth Mason stated there is not at Barthelmas Park at this time.  If you come out for a ball game, there is a golf cart to help transport you to the fields.  Right now, the only paved area is the parking lot.

Megan Travis stated that the new area with the splash pad, there are new paved sidewalks all through there.

Jim Stanley stated there are a lot of walkways at Ted Lewis and the intent is to have a lot of walkways throughout the park once it is finished. The funding for that is not in place yet.  It is another 4 million dollars-worth of work to go into Ted Lewis Park yet.  There are substantial walkways through there now.

Travis Dresbach stated it is very difficult getting from the entrance at Barthelmas and then up the hill and down the hill to get to the ball diamonds.

Tyler Cruz asked if the youth organization involvement and community involvement was still something that was wanted for the new addition at Barthelmas

Megan stated that part is the Park Commission’s responsibility to do.  This is something that needs to take place before we ask for a redesign.  Every time we go back and ask for additional changes, we have to pay for the new redesign.

Travis Dresbach asked if there is ever going to be a time when Barthelmas Park will have an entrance at the other end of the park?

Jim Stanley stated there is no plan to have a thru road to SR 56.  That would mean we would have to access the park through Rhoads Farm Market and that is not an option at this time.

Someone in audience asked what the plans were for Barthelmas Park.

Megan Travis the original plan came out a year or so ago and they were a conceptual plan.  These plans showed two large ball diamonds and there were a lot of paths and walkways.  It was showed to the community and had a meeting and asked what the community wanted to see there.  No redesign plans ever came out.

Catherine Cameron stated at last month’s meeting, there was discussion about setting up fund for the parks.

Jim Stanley stated he spoke with Pickaway County Community Foundation and what is required to open a 5013C fund is $10,000 start.  Once you do that, it is an interest gaining fund.  It would be just like the fund that was set up for Ted Lewis.  They will keep it, watch and hold on to it for as long as there is a need to.  It can be set up that the Park Commission will be the body that can have it opened up to pay for whatever is needed at the park.  Once the initial fund is set up, you can add money to the fund in any amounts.  The only way, the City has the ability to create that kind of fund, does not leave much leeway or ability to use it.  It has to go specifically into a fund for a purpose and it is hard to transfer money into it from fund raising.  It is much easier to do it through the foundation.

Catherine asked how does that work with the storage facilities at Barthelmas.  Was that something that was established through a fund?  Was it something those leagues bought and then worked with the City to place them.

Jim stated he believes it was the leagues that bought the buildings and worked with the City to place them on the property.  If the City has to build it and we have to bid it out, it is more expensive to do it that way.  State law has certain regulations that we have to follow once it is over $50,000 project.  The City can allow a volunteer to build and use their funds without having to build it out and it is much cheaper way of doing it.

Travis Dresbach asked if the playground will be handicap accessible.  He stated it would be nice if everyone had accessibility to the playground and played together and not separated for those handicapped or had disabilities.

Jim Stanley stated it would be a lot easier if you come into the office and I share the plans with you than to try and explain it.  There still may be a need for a totally accessible playground area.  When this playground was designed, it was designed for everyone in mind.  There is some equipment that is handicap accessible, but the playground is not totally handicap assessable.  Some communities have these.  There was actually a young man, Trevor Lane, he had an idea for a totally accessible park.  That is something may need to look at in our park system.

Request from Circleville Girls Softball
Nathan Rosier stated they are asking for the Park Board to reconsider Pumpkin Show Parking and allow Circleville Girls’ Softball League into it.

Beth Mason stated that has already been voted on and you are more than welcome to apply next year.

Pee Wee Football and Soccer Request for Use of Fields
Both have turned in their numbers for use of the fields.  We will go over those and sign the contracts for use.

Beth stated the organizations must have these items turned in prior to start using the fields.

Pee Wee Football was signed by all board members and Jim Stanley and was approved.

Soccer League was signed by Beth Mason and Megan Travis.  Tyler Cruz abstained since he is on the soccer board.  Jim Stanley signed. The request was approved.

MVCH Park Request
Beth Mason stated on September 17th, the Alzheimer Association holds their annual walk at Mary Virginia Crites Hanan Park.  This year they have asked if one of the sponsors could bring a few alpacas and set them up for the kids to pet.

Beth Mason made a motion to allow this as long as they clean up the area after the walk.  Tyler Cruz seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Public Comments:
Sheri Thies, City Council and Liason Tree Commission along with Laura Schweitzer from Tree Commission stood up to speak.  Larry Logan was going to talk tonight and since he is not here, they will speak on his item.

Sheri stated the tree commission this year has a budget and they would like to plant trees along the City’s streets and also in some parks.  This year they chose Ted Lewis. Phase I of Ted Lewis is the area where the softball diamonds are and the old shelter house.  This area did not get landscaping when they did the road.  The tree commission went and looked at putting some trees in that area.  This would provide some shade at the front diamond for those watching the games.  Alos, in the open space around the parking area also needs the same.  Larry came with his Friends of the Park Group and asked what would you like.  They asked for 34 trees for the park.  The tree commission gave the a quote and the Friends of Ted Lewis want to sponsor this.  This will take place this fall.  

They also would like to sponsor a green screen along Brokaw Av (the alley) where Phase II is happening.  This plan calls for 120 trees to be planted in that area included a screen there that would grow and sheild the park from the houses  Larry wants to have his group also sponsor that in the spring.  Those will be evergreens and planted in the spring.

Sheri stated they have the opportunity to apply for a grant from ODNR to come to cities specifically to help increase our urban canapy and one thing want is for shade trees in the parks.  They are looking at planting along some of the streets in the couthern park of the city and also at the three southern parks Barthelmas, Corwin and Smith.  The would like imput and this is needed within th next couple weeks to meet the submission guideline.

Megan Travis stated with planting trees at Ted Lewis in the area you stated, it is more difficult.  During Pee Wee Football, every inch of thqat grass is being used for practice while teams of playing.  If trees are planted in those areas, it takes away from the area they use.

Sheri stated the trees are planted more around the perimeter, not in the ball diamond area.  Some would be along Picnic Avenue.

Beth Mason stated football uses all of that area around the corner of Picnic Av and Rosewood.

Kiera stated they currently do not have enough space for football and crunching teams to practice and play.  She stated she would also wonder with all of the water that lays down there in that area, if it woulld rot the roots and cause the trees to die.

Megan Travis parking is also an issue.  They have to park along the entire perimeter of Ted Lewis because there is not much parking back there.  If you have young trees out there in those areas, you will have young people coming and going and may trample them in the beginning.

Beth Mason stated it is not that they are ungrateful, but you have to consider the traffic in that area.

Laura Schweitzer stated that was one thing they did  consider when walking the perimeter of the park to not plant in parking areas.

Sheri Theis asked if football had any other area that could be used for football.

Kiera stated that Barthelmas was discussed.  That would be years down the road.  Kiera stated their insurance only covers Ted Lewis at this time.

Megan stated Phase II is a great idea, but Phase I needs more discussion before.  Maybe meet with the sports organization and walk the area where you wanting to do the planting at Ted Lewis and Barthelmas.

Jim Stanley stated that since the one section of Ted Lewis is  not going to be used for fields, the area along Brokaw Alley/Avenue that borders the park, he would like to put up signage “No Parking” in order to put up some trees there for that buffer.  We would need Park Board’s permission to do that.

Tyler Cruz made a motion to create the ‘No Parking” barrier along Brokaw Alley and Beth Mason seconded it.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Michelle Blanton suggested going out to the park when it is busy just to see how busy it is and get a better idea of how much of the land is being used for where to plant the trees.  The trees are a good idea.  The sidewalks are put in there specifically for walking and we want it to be walking park while the families there.

Michelle also stated that since you have such easy access to the demographic of students that we hear a lot of times that there is nothing for them to do.  She recommends surveying them to see what they want in the parks.  These are the people we are building the parks for who beter then to tell us what they want.  This is better than the adults making the decision for what the kids want.

Robin Casler asked to speak about a Skate Park.  She got involved three years ago.  Petitions were gotten a couple years ago.  She has done a lot of reseach and has talked to other towns.  Canal Winchester, Portsmouth have put in skate parks.  Funding from Department of Natural Resources helped with this. There is grant money out there for this.  Skating is at the Olympics now.  Skate Parks is not for skateboards.  Little kids are on scooters.  BMX bikes use the skate parks.  It reaches a lot of age groups.  Ted Lewis would be the best place for this.  All areas of the town can get to Ted Lewis.

Beth Mason asked if it has to sit on a concrete pad.

Robin stated she is really not sure but would say yes.  The preacher that wanted to give those to the city before traveled with those and that was how he got kids to come to church.  He would run skating events.  She wasn’t sure what happened to them.  She thought they were sitting on Bialy’s property now.  In 18 surrounding ares, they all have a skate park.  They ae easy maintenance.

Tyler Cruz stated skate parks are looked down upon by a lot of generations.  He grew up in an area where they created a skate park.  Once they created a skae Park, that eleviated issues of the kids skate boarding downtown and accidents. The biggest needs for the youth right now are a skate park, baseball courts, and tennis courts.

Beth inquired if they were still planing to do the amphitheator in Ted Lewis.

Jim Sanley stated that is in the current itteration of that design, but that is a conceptual plan and that is what was agreed  upon.  If you are going to go forward with something and you want to change locations, it is  best to have a plan to follow.  Nothing has been built yet and nothing is written stone, so nothing states it has to be done.

Catherine Cameron stated Tiger’s Softball had 270, Football 200, Soccer 245, Baseball over 300 – that is over 1,000 kids that are serviced by the City Parks.  There are two City softball fields currently.  We are looking into getting Smith Park ready to be playable.  We are putting things in the park to reach the kids that don’t have something to do, but ignoring the things that have been a proven successful thing for kids for generations.  Since we have a few Council members here and members of the community, she wanted to employ you to helping direct some of the ideas on how to improve what we currently or what we have removed to add; how do we get those things back like skate parks, tennis courts, etc.

Beth Mason stated she would like to have all sport leagues at one park to make it convieinent for the parts that have more than one child playing.

Travis Dresbach stated people in chairs can play many sports, but they have to have access to get to the areas they are playing and  for some of the city parks, that is not possible.


Adjourn
Beth Mason made a motion to adjourn.  Tyler Cruz seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m.





Submitted by:  Brenda Short, Clerk
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