


      PARK BOARD
CITY OF CIRCLEVILLE
104 EAST FRANKLIN STREET
CIRCLEVILLE, OH  43113
(740) 477-8224

Wednesday, February 1, 2023
City Council Chambers

MINUTES

Members Present:  Beth Mason, Tyler Cruz, Megan Travis, Jim Stanley and Clerk Brenda Short.  

Brenda Short did the roll call.  All members were present.

Beth Mason called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:
Megan Travis made a motion to approve the December 2022 minutes as recorded and Tyler Cruz seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.

President’s Report:
Beth Mason stated we have a rather large agenda tonight and anyone wishing to speak will be given 3 minutes.  The rosters for anyone wanting to use ball diamonds must be turned in before the meeting starts on March 1st.  Each roster must have name, address and phone number of each child that is participating.  75% of the team must be Circleville residents and reside inside the Circleville city limits.

Service Director’s Report:
Jim Stanley stated he was asked to look at revising the layout of Barthelmas Park for four softball diamonds.  As soon as the park funding gets set up he will have CT Consultants (who did the original work) do a layout.  They will meet with the Park Commission to get their input.

We did get quote for cameras at Ted Lewis Park which did include locking mechanisms for the doors on those bathrooms.  We are looking at locking the bathrooms when the splash pad is not open for use.  We have a lot of problems with the bathrooms when they are left unlocked.  Quote was for $34,000.

The Pickleball design has started.  It should be complete within the next week or two.  He will submit that to ODNR for final approval once we get the plans done for bid documents.  It will take them up to thirty days to get them back to us as to whether they are approved or not.  Then we will put that out for bid.  Hopefully we can go for bid in April for Pickleball court.  The City is doing some work prior to that getting things ready.

Jim stated the City is having a stone cut with Milt Emerine’s name in it for the Milt Emerine Park.  At some point we will do a reveal grand opening event.

Beth stated she is going to start asking for quotes for the pouring the basketball courts there and then she will be contacting the person that came to Park Commission in reference to skateparks to have a discussion with her.

Public Comments:
No comments.

New Business:
Update on Concession Stand at Barthelmas & Park Spring Fundraiser
Amy from Christy’s Pizza was supoose to be here tonight.  We will put these two items off until our March meeting.

Larry Logan to talk about Grants for Ted Lewis
Larry stated the Friends of Ted Lewis are new at fundraising.  It is hard to move forward with all of the rules and regulations imposed by the groups involved; the Park Board, the City and PCCF.  If anyone in future attempts to do this, the groups should prepare a catelog with a list of rules and responsibilities to help.  You have been given a list of grants and donations they are currently working on.  Grants need Council approval due to their using the City’s tax ID number and the donations can go through PCCF using their ID number.  They would appreciate you oking what we have given you as handouts tonight.  We would appreciate you appoving the SCE and the AEP Grants that you have beofre you.  They also are asking for the possibility of naming rights.  The reason for that is the quote for lighting at Ted Lewis came in at $256,000.  They are asking AEP to at least give us half and for that we put a plaque there with their name.  To get those kind of monies today, you need to have those naming rights.  Also asking another area group, a solar panel company (which has been approved in the county) to see if they would be interested in having some positive advertising for them.  This would include putting in a solar panel which would take care of the lights and a security cameras in Ted Lewis Park.The second largest cost is the lights at Ted Lewis.  Some of these will need Council’s approval due to some matching funds needed.  You will have to move that to Council if you are going to give us a shot at using those grants.  Tonight the Tree Commission will be addressing the Board.  We hope that what they went through last time does not occur again.  If they ask the Park Board to pay for the trees, the board can access the Ted Lewis Fund which currently has $80,000 and yiu can use that to pay for the trees for the Tree Commission.That price is anywhere from three to five thousand dollars.  Additionally, they feel very strongly, that if we can get an agreement from the Park Board, we need to ask Council to agree to the addition of two basketball courts and a skatepark to be added to the plan for Ted Lewis.  We are thinking back in the left corner of the park would work.  Lastly, he asked the Park Board and City Council please consider making a donation to their cause which impacts all of the citizens that you represent.

Beth Mason stated she is not familiar with grants but she is aware that some grants you have to pay a certain percertage up front.   She stated she is very thankful for what Friends of Ted Lewis is doing, but there are things that they are deciding that the Park Commission does not wish to do.  She stated they are putting basketball courts in the City of Circlevile, but they are going to Corwin Street Park.  They are planning to talk with the ones that hqave pocession of the skateboard park.  They are looking to put that at Smith Park.  Beth stated she did not want to put basketball courts back in the corner at Ted Lewus.  That area is fulll  of drugd.  That is not the area where you would want your young kids playing.  Beth stated the shelter house they are proposing is beautiful, but there is also a needs for a concession stand at Ted Lewis and there is a need for storage also.  Beth stated that instead of buildng another huge place, why not build a multi purpose building that has a concession stand with a kitchen and storage and also a shelter house.  The current concession stand is not useable and they need storage for their equipment.  The current building needs demolished and the new building needs to be built up out of that flood area.

Larry Logan stated that it wasn’t too big of a worry to put they playground back in that corner at Ted Lewis, so why is it a problem now.  Now with the security cameras available back there, we would know exactly what is going on in that area and can monitor them.  Obviously it is up to you to do what you feels is correct, but it is time to focus and finish.  Lets finish Ted Lewis before we move on to another park.  He stated he didn’necessarily disagree with your idea of the shelter house.  Maybe we could come to an agreement where we could put together something that would work to meet all the needs.  He suggested having a meeting one on one to discuss that gives them more than three minutes to speak.

Beth Mason asked what has to take place for them to be able to use the City TIN.

Jim stated they would come to Park Commission to get permission and then go to Council for their permission.  He explained that the Park Commission gives them the ability to do that on their behalf.  You can give them permission to move forward with working on these grants and then they can request to go to Committee and Council.

Megan Travis if tonight they could just vote on the AEP and South Central Power Grants and then come back at another time to discuss the shelter house and other ideas.

Beth Mason made a motion to allow Friends of Ted Lewis to go to City Council for permision to apply for permission to apply for the AEP and South Central Power grants on behalf of the Park Commission and permission to ask the solar panel company to help with the lighting if AEP cannot with the understanding that AEP gets the first opportunity on the lighting since it is serviced by them.  Tyler seconded.  Beth Mason Yea; Tyler Cruz Yea; and Megan Travis Yea.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Larry Logan stated he also wanted to recognize the Savings Bank for their donation of $2500 for the Ted Lewis Park.

Beth stated she would call Larry Logan and set up a time to discuss the other items.

Request for Use of Fields as requested by Jeff Allen.
Beth Mason recused herself since she servces on the baseball board and this is in reference to that.

Jeff Allen asked if this roster that is required for using the fields is for every program in Circleville.  He stated he has ten players on his team and they all live in Pickaway County but not in Circleville.

Megan explained yes, but it is not for football and soccer as they are out of season.  It is for all rec leagues.  Megan stated the total has to be 75% living within Circleville city limits.  

He stated this would just be for one team to use the fields on Saturday and Sunday to play on.  He stated he has all of these kids from Pickaway County that want to play ball and get better but no place to practice.  He stated he sent his insurance card in.  All he wants to do is use the diamonds when they are not being used.

Megan stated that Circleville Youth Baseball has a contract for those fields because they do all the work and maintain it all financially.  In their contract it states for a travel organization to use the fields they do need to have a majority of Circleville residents or attend Circelville City Schools, but they must be scheduled.  Other baseball activity may be allowed at the discretion of Circleville Youth Baseball with proof of acceptable insurance.  She stated he would need to ask permission of Circleville Baseball to use the fields since they have the contract.

Jeff Allen stated you can go out there and play as a family but because he has a travel team, he is not allowed to use the fields.  The fields just sit out there unsused.  That is a public park and the players parents pay taxes.  He stated he doesn’t understand why he can take his grandson out there and pay but because he has an organized team, he is not allowed to use the field.

Megan statd her suggestion would be to contact the President of Circleville Baseball League and see if they have a field you can use.

Randy Brown, President of Baseball
He stated they do have a contract on the diamonds from January to January Monday – Sunday.  They do plan to have a couple tournaments this year that will involve  Saturday and Sundays.  He stated he wanted to explain what happened last year on the fields.  There was an organized game last year at Barthelmas Park and they had an F150 pick up dragging the diamonds.  No one was informed that there was going to be a game played there.  He stated they do too much work out there on those diamonds to have an F150 truck on them.  As far as kicking someone off; they would not kick any family off or out of the park.  But, if they have something going on there, then yes, the diamonds have to be for Circleville Youth Baseball.  They maintain the restrooms and they are not giving the keys up to have it for a day.  The league maintains the restrooms and supplies the paper items.  Everything in the concession stand is owned by Circleville Baseball too.  The problem he stated he has is if someone is going to go out and organize a game without anyone knowing and have an F150 truck tearing up the diamond, that is not going to work.  He wants to come to a Basball Board Meeting and discuss this, he can.  There are 16 board meetings and they would be happy to discuss.  There is actually a board meeting this Sunday he can attend.  The only time he would be asked to leave would be if they are having a practice or a game.  They are putting $58,000 into the park and there will be construction going on also.

Brian List
The day in question, they were having their end of year appreciation day and all of sudden, he was out there dragging the field with his truck.  He was playing an organized game.  All we did was address him and told him he could finish the game but needs to have permission for any further games.  We did not throw him and the team off the diamond.

Reimburse 50% of Rental Fee due to heat issue
Brenda Short stated there was an issue when the heat did not get turned up for a rental on a Saturday in January and the customer was unhappy and asked for a refund.  They did use the Starkey Pavilion, but it was very uncomfortable and cold and they had to keep their coats on.  It was a baby shower retnal.  Temperature is usually on 50-55 and it is turned up on the weekend when there are rentals.  It was very cold and uncomfortable for those attending.  The rental was $220 and they would like 50% refund.

Jim Stanley stated it was an error on our part.

Beth Mason made a motion to refund them $110.00, seconded by Tyler Cruz.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Brenda will process the refund and notify the customer.

Discuss of Fields
Beth stated there is a Request for Use Application that must be completed and returned when you turn your rosters in for Softball & Baseball.

Discuss City Website with Park Information
Sheri Theis stated the City has their new city website up and thrilled about it.  The Park pages are up.  There is a separate page for each park.  You can do a shelter house rental on line.  Brenda stated they are having some issues with the credit card payment portion, but we are working to get that corrected.  

Tree Commission:
Roman Cline, Chairman of Tree Commission stated he is here today to ask for some money to help the Tree Commission put in a green screne along thewest  alley at Ted Lewis Park.  This is to help block off the houses along that alley.  The cost is about $3000.00.  Tree Commission and Service Department will do the labor.  They will be planting trees as well at Milt Emerine Park, Barthelmas, Smith and Ted Lewis during their spring and fall planting.  This is a separte project.  Paul Hang spoke on the specific trees that they are proposing to be part of this screne.  A paper copy is attached to these minutes.  Paul also provided an overview for the need to put in a scene.  A copy of that is also attached to these minutes.

Tyler Cruz thanked the Tree Commission for what they are doing.

Tyle made a motion to grant the $3000.00 out of the Ted Lewis Fund to pay for the trees and Beth Mason seconded.  Megan Travis Yea; Tyler Cruz Yea; Beth Mason Yea.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Roman stated the Tree Commission is working with the Service Department and applied for a grant for $25,000.  They did receive that.  The majority of the money does go toward the maintenance and taking care of the Service Department’s side of taking care if these trees.  There is a lot of work and undertaking.  You have to spend the funding and then ask for a reimbursement.  There are certain guidelines for tree planting that have to be followed.

Sheri Theis stated the Emerine Park had 20 trees planned in the fall.  For the spring there are 40 trees at Barthelmas and 10 trees at Smith Park planned.

Jim Stanley stated there were almost 200 trees planted last year with most of them being at Ted Lewis Park.  Now we have to look at the upkeep on the trees.  There is early intense maintenance depending on the weather and then ongoing maintenance as they  grow.

Roman stated there is about two years of watering in the maintenance of these trees.

Sheri Theis stated that at the Council Retreat, Council is in favor of uping of game on park maintenance and they want to work with Jim, Chris Cupp and the Park Commission to find a plan on how best to accomplish that.  Sheri asked that a proposal for the needs be put together and presented to Council.

Tyler Cruz aked if there was a plan for beautification for the parks.  Along with planting trees, can plants, etc be added to bring life and color to the parks.

Theis stated yes and she is 100% behind that. 

Sheri Theis stated Council has been working to develop a new Strategic Plan for economic development for the City as a whole.  It also contains an overview of the parks.  The plan will be coming out soon.  Council has asked Structure Point for a quote to do a Master Plan for Parks for the City.  5:30 pm next Wednesday they will be available to talk to casually.

Some of the signs coming into our parks are fading and no appealing.  She suggested that with Council putting funds into yoru budget and some fo the money from the foundation, maybe the signage in our parks could be updated.

Brian List suggested having an area at each park where recognition plaques or signs would go and then if someone has naming rights for a building, then the plaque would go on that building.  Brian also inquired about the upkeep of spraying for bugs, etc on the trees and shrubs.

Jim Stanley stated we do not have a licensed sprayer.

Brian stated he is licensed.

Election of Officers
Tyler made a motion to keep the existing chair – Beth Mason as Chairperson, Megan Travis as Vice-Chairperson and Tyler Cruz as Secretary.  Beth Mason seconded the motion.  Beth Mason Yea; Tyler Cruz Yea; and Megan Travis Yea.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Adjourn:
Tyler Cruz made a motion to adjourn and Megan Travis seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:


Submitted by:  Brenda Short, Clerk
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