CIRCLEVILLE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

The Board of Zoning Appeals convened in City Council Chambers Monday, October 9, 2023, at 6:30 pm. Roll call. Members present: Chair Ken Greene, and Board members: Connie Kelly, Dennis Garlington, and Kevin Driesbach. The clerks are Melissa Burns and Linda Chancey. Invited Guests were Zoning Inspector Hannah Wynne. Council members present: Michelle Blanton and Tom Duvall. ABSENT: Misty Laxton. 
Ken Greene called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
Speakers sworn -in are: 
1. Dale Dearth, 515 Ridgewood Drive, Circleville, Oh.
2. David Webb, 535 Ridgewood Drive, Circleville, Oh
3. Paul Johnson, 9700 St. Rte. 752, Ashville, Ohio

PUBLIC HEARING:
Variance/Appeal #8-23 requested by Dale Dearth & Sundra Dearth, 515 Ridgewood Drive, Property address: 515 Ridgewood Dr. Parcel # A0511280000300. Variance: breezeway connector requires 8” from property line. Garage to house to pass between each out of the rain. Garage is 7’ from property line. Need 1’. This property is zoned LDR and relevant to variance 510 R Chapter 1129, table 2. 
DISCUSSION:
Hannah Wynne the Zoning Inspector read her staff notes for #8-23. The garage and breezeway have already been constructed. The garage is considered an additional to the house and therefore needs to meet the side yard setback of 8’. The ZI stated there was a miscommunication with the applicant and he thought the setback was only 5”. The ZI did a string measurement and got 5’6 from the front corner and 5’2 from the back corner, so it does not meet the 8” requirement. 
Dale Dearth spoke there was a miscommunication with the ZI. Mr. Dearth asked if he would remove the breezeway if his building would then be in compliance as an accessory structure. ZI stated yes, but in addition to removing the breezeway, the shed would also need removed or the applicant would need to file for an additional variance. The larger garage is already 900 sq ft, which is the maximum amount allowed.  
John Farthing, the attorney representing Webbs, spoke and asked the Board to hold off on making a decision because he would like to be able to ask Mr. Dearth questions and review all the documents for accuracy. 
David Webb stated he believed the structure is over 30” and only 5” from the property line. He states the garage is imposing and because of how close the structure is to his property line, light disappears. He also believes this will affect the property values of the neighborhood.
Paul Johnson spoke on behalf of Mr. Webb. He is a realtor and spoke on property values and aesthetics. He stated the structure is not cohesive with the low-density neighborhood. His professional opinion is the structure would have an adverse effect and negatively impact the value of the neighborhood. 
The Chair announced the Board will render a decision in 30 days. The Chair would like to review the facts, seek the law director’s opinion, and make sure the Board is doing their due diligence.  
MOTION-VOTE- ROLL CALL:  Garlington motioned to hold the application Variance/Appeal #8-23 sign setback for 30 days. Driesbach seconded. Roll call. (4- Yeas – 0 Nays.) Motion carried. 


Other Business: 
The next BZA meeting is scheduled for November 6, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. to render a decision on Application 8-23. This will be a special meeting. 

Kelly motioned to adjourn the BZA meeting at 7:14 p.m., seconded by Garlington. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by: 
Melissa Burns, Assistant and BZA Clerk.
