TREE COMMISSION MINUTES – September 12, 2024
Chairperson Beth Kowalski called the meeting to order at 6:00. 
Roll call: Present were Beth Kowalski, Alan Gribler, Lori Pritchard, and Chris Burton.  Laura Schweitzer, Lisa Wiseman, and Mark Fouch were absent.  Also present were Sheri Theis, Council Liaison, Paul Hang and Doug Baker, volunteers.  Guests present included Andrew Bealer, Chair of the Ashville Tree Advisory Board and Julie Strawser, Pickaway Co. Pickleball Assoc.

New member Christopher Burton was welcomed.  Andrew Bealer came to observe and ask questions, as the Ashville Board is newly formed.  Help and advice was offered.

A motion to approve the minutes from the July 7, 2024, meeting was made by Gribler, seconded by Pritchard.  All yeas. Motion carried.
A motion to approve the minutes from the August 8, 2024, meeting was made by Gribler, seconded by Pritchard.  All yeas.  Motion carried.

Julie Strawser requested that 10-20 Arborvitae be planted along the pickleball courts at Barthelmas Park.  This will help to cut down on the wind that comes across the fields and can interfere with play.  The commission will investigate planting the evergreens in two staggered rows next spring.  Strawser estimates the span is 60’ across the back of three courts.

OLD BUSINESS:
New Clerk – Council is advertising for a new clerk.  We will cover the minutes until a person is hired.
Urban and Community Forestry Grant update – The official papers have been signed and we are awaiting the posting of the Arborist job.
10 Evergreens for Ted Lewis green screen – Plans were made to plant these trees on Nov. 8.  The Service Department will be notified of the date and asked to assist.
Planting locations for this fall – Beth, Alan and Sheri met on August 17 to look for potential locations.  Places were identified for 50 trees at the schools, 32 trees along the 23 South business districts, and approximately 100 residential trees in the south end of the city.  Paul will also add some addresses on Franklin Street.
Beth is corresponding with the school Facilities Manager.  She will email the specifics of the plans for the property, which include 20 trees along Brookhill Lane, 15 trees along Clark Drive, and 15 trees along the Roundtown Trail by the ball fields.
Sheri will work on a spreadsheet with the identified locations.  Doug offered to research the names and addresses of the property owners, which may be different from the location if the property is a rental.
A goal was set to get labels printed so that letters can be mailed to property owners in the next two weeks, hopefully by September 27.  The letters will ask for a reply by October 7 if the person does not want a tree.

NEW BUSINESS:
"Request a Tree" program for citizens – This will be investigated for next year.  The program would allow citizens to request a tree be planted in the tree lawn or front yard of their property.
Communications - Facebook and "The Loop" newsletter may be used to spread news about the grant activities.  
Alan will talk to Vivian Monce about what tree to plant on her cul-de-sac.  The Commission’s consensus was that it is not advisable to use city funds to plant a tree that is not on the approved list.  This would set a precedent for future plantings.
A motion to adjourn was made by Pritchard, seconded by Kowalski.



Respectfully submitted by Sheri Theis
