TREE COMMISSION MINUTES – February 13, 2025
The Tree Commission meeting was called to order at 6:00 on February 13, 2025, by Mark Fouch.  Present were Fouch, Alan Gribler, and Chris Burton, along with Tyler Mitten, Arborist, Paul Hang, volunteer, and Sheri Theis, Council Liaison.  Kowalski, Wiseman, Schweitzer and Pritchard were absent.
As there was not a quorum present, the minutes of the January meeting will be reviewed at the March meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:
Community Outreach – no report.
Request-a-Tree Program – no report.
IRA UCF Planting, Phase 1 – Tyler reported that the planting was progressing slowly.  Of the 70 trees that have been planted by Dailey’s Landscaping, many were done improperly and need to be fixed.  Some trees have been damaged and will need to be replaced.  Alistair Reynolds, ODNR Urban Forester, inspected the planting work and met with Dailey to explain the problems and detail how they should be remedied.
IRA UCF Planting, Phase 2 – Tyler is meeting with Jim Stanley this week to discuss the RFP process to get started on the next 100 trees to be planted.  He would like to purchase the trees from Split Rail Nursery so that he can pre-select the trees to be planted to ensure species diversity in each area.  Locations to be considered include 63 tree lawn spots on East Franklin, the Pickleball courts at Barthelmas Park, the Fairgrounds, and the commercial areas along 23 South.  We hope to have these trees planted in April and/or May.

NEW BUSINESS:
Tree Commission Academy – Christopher Burton attended the first session of the TCA in early February.  He reported that there was much information covered, including the need to use our resources carefully to preserve the young trees that the city is planting.  Chris reviewed the social justice tool, and recommended that the main streets, schools and the south end of the city be prioritized for planting.  He learned about tree biology and also what needs to be included in the city’s tree ordinances.  Chris and Tyler will review the Comprehensive Tree Plan and associated ordinances over the next few months.  The next session of the TCA will be held in May.
Arborist’s Report – In addition to overseeing the Phase 1 planting work, Tyler has done some young tree pruning in the city and begun looking for more potential planting locations.  
The idea for creating an Arboretum at Ted Lewis was also discussed.  We will need a way to identify the different species of trees and possibly include some information or a QR code.  Paul reported that signs similar to the ones used at MVCH park to identify trees were expensive through izoneimaging.com, to the tune of $3000 for 10 tags.  
Tyler is still waiting to hear from Sally Ross on whether his company can perform the tree inventory for the city.
Tree City Award – Sheri reported that the city has been named a Tree City USA and awarded the Growth Award for 2024!  The award ceremony will be held on May 8 in Columbus, and all are invited to attend.
The meeting adjourned at 6:45.

Respectfully submitted,
Sheri Theis


