
RECORD OF LEGISLATION 

Passed __ 7~-- l-~I _ _ 20 1.J:; 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND LAW DIRECTOR TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE PICKAWAY COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS TO PROVIDE LEGAL REPRESENTATION TO DEFENDANTS 
WHO ARE INDIGENT IN CASES INVOLVING THE CIRCLEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT OR THE CIRCLEVILLE MUNICIPAL COURT FROM JULY 1, 
2026, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2027. 

WHEREAS, the City of Circleville is obligated under the laws of the State of Ohio and of the 
United States of America to provide legal counsel to indigent persons charged with petty 
offenses and loss of liberty offenses pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code or Circleville City 
Ordinances in its Municipal Court, as well as the Pickaway County Common Pleas Court and 
Juvenile Court, for offenses violating Circleville City Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the City in furtherance of the execution of its legal responsibilities, as heretofore 
established, desires that legal services be provided to indigent citizens and others so appearing 
in the Circleville Municipal Court or in the other courts of this County involving violations of 
Circleville City Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the Pickaway County Commissioners have previously entered into a written 
agreement to participate in the multi county branch of the Ohio Public Defender's Office in 
order to provide legal representation for all criminal cases arising in Pickaway County in 
which the defendant is indigent and in appeals of right in all criminal cases; and 

WHEREAS, in order for the City of Circleville to properly reimburse the Pickaway County 
Commissioners for the services of the Ohio Public Defender's Office under the above 
contract, it is necessary to enter into a contract with the Board of County Commissioners to 
pay the City's proportionate share of services provided relating to prosecution taking place in 
the Circleville Municipal Court or under Circleville City Ordinances for the period of July 1, 
2026 through June 30, 2027. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CIRCLEVILLE, COUNTY OF PICKAWAY, OHIO AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I. That the Mayor and the Law Director of the City of Circleville are hereby 
authorized to enter into a contract with the Pickaway County Commissioners to provide for 
legal representation to defendants who are indigent and in the appeals of right of indigent 
criminal defendants to the County Commissioner's contract with the multi county branch of 
the Ohio Public Defender's Office with the term of this contract to be for a period of twelve 
(12) months commencing July 1, 2026 and continuing until June 30, 2027 so as to coincide 
with the County Commissioner's contract with the Ohio Public Defender's Office who are on 
a fiscal year contract basis. In consideration of providing the above services to the City of 
Circleville, the contract shall provide for a payment to the Pickaway County Commissioners 
of a sum equal to $19,222.67 which is one third (1 /3) of the amount actually paid by the 
Pickaway County Commissioners to the Ohio Public Defender's Office under their contract 
payable in four quarterly installments of $4,805.67 due upon notification of the County 
Auditor's Office of the amount to be paid. A copy of this contract is attached hereto and 
marked Exhibit "A". All other terms and conditions of this contract shall be the same as those 
set forth in the agreement entered into between the Pickaway County Commissioners and the 
multi county branch of the Ohio Public Defender's Office. A copy of this agreement is 
attached hereto and marked Exhibit "B". 

SECTION II. That the City Auditor is hereby authorized to appropriate from the County 
Appointed Counsel Fund Account Number 101.0710.55060 for the payment of legal 
representation to indigent defendants to cover the period of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 
2027. The sum of $19,222.67 amounts equal to one third (1/3) of the sum actually paid by the 
Pickaway County Commissioners to the Ohio Public Defender's Office under its contract for 
indigent representation payable in four quarterly installments of $4,805.67 upon notification 
of the Pickaway County Auditor's Office of the amount due from the City. 
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SECTION Hi. That th.is ordinance is hereby deciared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the preservatrnn of the public peace, health and safety of the City of Circleville and its 
ii.1ha2>itants due to the -.rnmediate need to provide legal representation ~o indig~nt defendants 
pursuant to the City's responsibilities under the laws of the State of Ohio and the :J:nited 
States of AJ,-:ene,t so th.at this ordinance shall take effe~i and be in force immediately upo.1 its 
passage and approval by the Mayor. 

PASSED: bJ <2.J-101-h 
DATE 

ATTEST: ~j~~ cLRKo o ciL 

APPROVED: 01 -ii ~ Zo7 {p 
DATE 

APPROVE~~ 

KENDRA C. KINN -LAW DIRECTOR 



RECORD OF LEGISLATION 

No. ____ _ Passed ____ ~ 20 _ 
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This agreement is entered into this date by and between the Pickaway County Commissioners, hereinafter 
called the "Commission", and the City of Circleville, Ohio, hereinafter called the "City". 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes its responsibilities under the laws of the State of Ohio and of the United 
States of America to provide legal counsel to indigent persons charged with petty offenses and loss of 
liberty offenses pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code or Circleville City Ordinances in the Circleville 
Municipal Court, or in the Pickaway County Juvenile or Common Pleas Courts involving violations of 
Circleville City Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the City in furtherance of the execution of its legal responsibilities, desires that the legal 
services be delivered to indigent citizens and others so situated appearing in the Circleville Municipal 
Court, Pickaway County Juvenile Court, or Pickaway County Common Pleas Court; and 

WHEREAS, the Pickaway County Commissioners have previously entered into a written contract with 
the multi county branch of the Ohio Public Defender's Office to provide such legal representation to 
indigent defendants in all criminal cases arising in Pickaway County and in the appeals of right arising in 
Pickaway County; and 

WHEREAS, this agreement has been authorized by Ordinance -------~ passed by the 
Circleville City Council on _______ _, and by resolution passed by the Board of County 
Commissioners Journal No. ______ ~ Page ___ _ 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual agreements, promises, and covenants hereinafter set 
forth, the parties hereto agree to bind themselves as follows: 

1). The City shall pay to the Commission for its proportionate share of the legal representation 
provided to indigent defendants in the Circleville Municipal Court and indigent defendants 
relating to all violations of Circleville City Ordinances the sum of $19,222.67 which is equal to one­
third (1/3) of the amount actually paid by the Commission to the Ohio Public Defender's Office 
payable in four (4) quarterly installments of $4,805.67 each payable to the Pickaway County 
Auditor's Office on July 1, 2026, October 1, 2026, January 15, 2027 and April 1, 2027. 

2). In consideration of the above payment to the Commission by the City, the Commission agrees to 
provide to the City legal representation for all indigent defendants being prosecuted in the 
Circleville Municipal Court as well as all defendants being prosecuted for violations of Circleville 
City Ordinances in the Pickaway County Juvenile Court and Pickaway County Common Pleas 
Courts. This representation shall be in accordance with and under the same terms and 
conditions as set forth in the agreement entered into between the Commission and the multi­
county branch of the Ohio Defender's Office. 

3). The duration of this agreement shall be for a period of twelve (12) months commencing on July 
1, 2026 and terminating on June 30, 2027. 



4). The Commission shall not assign all or any part of this agreement without the prior written 
consent of the City, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

5). If the Commission shall fail to fulfill in reasonable, timely and proper manner, its obligations under 
this agreement, or if the Commission shall substantially violate any of the covenants, agreements, 
or stipulations of this agreement, the City shall thereupon have the right to terminate this 
agreement by giving written notice to the Commission of such termination and specifying an 
effective date therefore at least thirty (30) days before the effective date of said termination. 
Termination by the City shall not constitute a waiver of any other right or remedy it may have at 
law or in equity for breach of this agreement by the Commission. 

6). Commission covenants that it presently has no interest and shall not acquire any interest, direct 
or indirect, which would conflict in any manner with the performance of services required under 
this agreement. No members of, nor delegates to, the Congress of the United States of America, 
and no resident commissioner shall serve in any part thereof or any benefits to arise here from. 

7). The Commission shall have the same right to terminate this agreement as does the City, to-wit, 
by giving prior written notice to the City, stating the reasons for such termination and specifying 
an effective date therefore at least thirty (30) days hence. 

8). In the event of the termination of this agreement by either party, then all obligations by the City 
to the Commission for payment of the installments set forth herein shall be suspended. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto intending to be legally bound hereby have hereunto set their 
hands on this ___ day of ___________ __, 2026. 

Pickaway County Commissioners City of Circleville 

Michelle Blanton - Mayor 

Kendra C. Kinney - City Law Director 



Commissioners: 
Jny H. Wippel 
llarold R Henson 
Gary K. Sd1t>rer Cl 
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Administrator: 
Marc Rogols 

Deputy County Administrator: 
Angela !{arr 

Clerk: 
Brandy Stt'wart 

The Pickaway County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session in their office located 
at 139 West Franklin Street, Circleville. Ohio. on Tuesday, April 21. 2026, with the following 
members present: Mr. Jay H. Wippel. Mr. Harold R. Henson. and Mr. Gary K. Scherer. Marc Rogols, 
County Administrator. was also in attendance. 

During business conducted while in session. Patrick Clark, Ohio Public Defender's Office met 
with the Commissioners to discuss the FY2027 Pickaway County Public Defender Contract. 

Commissioner Gary Scherer offered the motion. seconded by Commissioner Harold Henson. to 
approve the contract with the Office of the Ohio Public Defender State Agency for the FY2027 Contract 
for indigent defense for Pickaway County. The amount of $57,668.00 shall be paid in four equal 
installments of$14.417.00 (July I. 2026, October I. 2026. January 5. 2027. and April 1, 2027.) 

Voting on the motion was as follows: Commissioner Wippel, absent; Commissioner Henson, 
yes; Commissioner Schert!r. yes. Voting No: None. Motion carried. 

~ . • 
Attest: / . 1/ , ' 

randy Stewa 

In tht :\laucr or 
Indigent Dtfrnse Contrart with F\'2027 

The Offirt uf tht Ohio Public Defender State Agtncy: 



Office of the Ohio 
Public Defender Elizabeth R. Miller. State Public Defender 

Delivered via email 
Pickaway County Commissioners 
139 West Frankl in Street 
Circleville. Ohio 43113 

Dear Commissioners: 

April 14. 2026 

We are scheduled 10 meet with you on Tuesday. April 21. 2026. at 1 :30 pm to discuss renewal of 
the contract to continue providing indigent defense services for Pickaway County. For state 
fiscal year 2027. there are a few considerations and reminders. 

First, we are again utilizing a standardized method to detennine caseloads. workloads. and 
compensation for both employees and contractors throughout the Multi-County region. 

Case Caps and Workloads: For all counties. we are modifying the caseload limits (a.k.a. caps) 
on the number and kinds of cases we will cover under the contract. For fiscal year 2027. we arc 
again basing the limits on the standards issued by the National Advisory Commission on 
Criminal Justice Standards and Goals (a.k.a ... the NAC standards"). In a continued effort to 
enhance each county's system for overall quality. effectiveness. and uniformity. we have set our 
annual caseload limits per attorney to 100 percent of the NAC standards. considering the relative 
workload weighting of the kinds of cases assigned. For full-time staff attorneys. we will not 
exceed I 00 percent of the NAC standard. For contractors. where possible, we will not exceed 
what \',ould be considered half-time status. In addition. where possible and feasible. we intend to 
limit contractors to covering only one court (i.e .. Common Pleas, Municipal/County. or Juvenile. 
but not a combination of more than one.) The table below shows the original NAC Standards 
and the OPD Standards for both employees and contractors. 

NAC OPD Employee OPD Contractor 
Type of Case Standard Limit111 Limir 11 

Felonies l!I 150 150 75 
Misdemeanors u, 400 400 200 
Juvenile,~, 200 200 100 

( I J N.:\\ 1:11.-.1: ossii:nm1:111s P'-'r auum.:y p.:r year. ,\<l<litiunal muruhl) limiL~ ma) be i111poss-<l 1u control \,orkload. 
(! 1 E wlud.:s Death t>.:nuhy Cas.:s. Cummunil> s-on1mVpmt,u1ion n:~m:otion, ur violations ~ounl os on.:-fourth ( 1/-1 l of u cllSI!. 
() I Fdm1y pn:liminary h.:urings c,1unt as unc-lhird ( 1/J ) nf u ,us.:. Cummunit) s-0111rul/pmbu1ion n:\ocu1ions or violations count 
os on.:•fourth I 11-1) of lt case. 
(-ll Exclutks Abuse. Ocpcn<l~ncy. ~cglcc1. w1J Child Wi1hou1 l'rop,:r l'an:nlul Care l'I.ISl-S. When uju\.:nilc CIISI! is he.ml b} u 
rnn1:tis1ru1<:. wrillcn otijcclinn, tu lhe 111agis1r31~·s decision shull be count,-<I as un.:-thinl I l/31 ufu case. 

614.466.5394 1800.686.1573 
TTY 800. 750.0750 

'-" 250 E. Broad Street, Suite 1400 
V Columbus, OH 43215 

@ OPO.Ohio.gov 



Compensation: To be eligible for a contract. attorneys must be experienced in the practice of 
criminal law and qualify under the new standards outlined in Ohio Administrative Code section 
120-1-10. Accordingly. to attract and retain quality attorneys. and to provide fair and uniform 
compensation. contracts will be based on $50.000 per year for half-time status. Using this 
standard. the costs per case are as follows: 

Annual Caseload Cost 
Type of Case Limit Per Attorney Per Case 
Felony 75 $667 
Misdemeanor 200 $250 
Juvenile 100 $500 

Both the county contract and the attorney contracts will contain annual caseload limitations 
based on available staffing and calculated using the method outlined above. To further safeguard 
against timing of workload throughout the year, the contracts may also have monthly limitations. 

Caseload/Caps: For Pickaway County for fiscal year 2027. we are not recommending any 
changes to service levels. and we propose the following caseload coverage/caps: 

Attorney Felonies Misdemeanors Juvenile 
OPD 0 0 0 
Contractors 160 748 0 
Total 160 748 0 

To allow some 0exibility for coverage, we have included a provision in the contract whereby 
counties may request up to a IO percent overage in caseload per attorney. If th is occurs. the 
agency shall charge the county for their share of cost for the number of cases exceeding the 
annual limit using the cost per case amounts outlined above. Where actual caseloads exceed 
these limitations. the court must appoint counsel and the county may submit those costs for 
reimbursement pursuant to R.C. 120. 

Second. we continue to take an active approach in tracking administrative. personnel. expert 
contract. and investigative costs so we can allocate each county's share based on the county's 
actual usage. We have updated this figure to more accur-dtely rellect the time. effort. and costs of 
admin istering this program. To that end. you wil l see a budget a line titled Administrative 
Allocation that includes a propo11ionate share of attorney. secretarial. and administrative costs by 
the Athens and Columbus Otlice. You will also see a line titled Experts & Investigation. which 
we calculated from actual usage by Pickaway County in calendar year 2025. The amount of 
these two budget lines will tluctuate year-to-year because we are essentially billing in arrears the 
actual costs from the previous calendar year. The proposed contract contains a clause to settle 
any uncapt~red costs in the event the county ends the agreement or decides to not renew. 

614.'166.5394 I 800.686. 1573 
TTV 800. 750.0750 

250 E. Broad Street , Su i te 1400 
Columbus, OH 43215 

© CPD.Ohio.gov 
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Finally. based on current statewide cost and revenue projections. the reimbursement rate for 
fiscal year 2027 is projected to be 80 percent. meaning the county's shan: will be 20 percent. 

Considering these issues. the fiscal year 2027 budget for the Pickaway County program is 
$314.193. a 0.2 percent decrease from fiscal year 2026. The county· s share is 20 percent or 
$62.839. However. this year we arc applying a fund balance carryover and reserve credit in the 
amount of$5. I 7 I to the county's share. Therefore. the net contract amount for FY27 is $57.668. 
a 1.8 percent increase from fiscal year 2026. The difference in the county share is due primarily 
to the change in the state reimbursement rate. 

We have attached a proposed budget and contract for your review. If you have any questions or 
would like additional information in advance ofour meeting. please contact either ofus using the 
contact infom,ation below. Thank you. 

614.466.5394 I soo.GsG.1s 13 
TTY 800. 750.0750 

Sincerely, 

Patrick T. Clark 
Assistant Director. Trial Services 
Patrick.C'lark'ii opJ.uhi o.!!o, 
Phone: 614-204-9023 

Andrew Plagenz 
Deputy Director. CFO 
AnJrl!\\ .Plai.?~nz ii opd.,,hil,.gc" 
Phonc:614-466-5394 

250 E. Broad Street , Suite 1400 
Columbu s, OH 43215 

© CPD.Ohio.gov 
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Office of the Ohio Publlc Defender 
Pickaway County Publlc Defender Program Budget 
Fiscal Year 2027 

FY27Cases I l F.Y"2T• FY26 %Change 
Attomev Contracts . 
Felony 180 $ 1os;eesj s 106,668 o.o~ 
Misdemeanor 748 $ 186~9~~- $ 188.998 0.09' 

Total Attorney Contracts ;· ~93,8er4 $ 293,664 0.09' 
1 

,..., ~ , ., 
Conflicts & Administration AJlocatlon 1$ " 201&29~ $ 21,156 -3.0% 
Experts & Investigation '$ \. $ 0.0% 

I I r 
' I I 

Total Budget rs 
3~4,19~1 $ 

314,820 -0.2% I 
ls 10.9'¼ County Share (20%) 62,83Q· $ 56,667 

·ca vei & Reserve i $· -~ • 5;¾-11: $ 
Contract amount 1$ 67.668 $ 56,667 1.8% 

1$ 

.. .t' 

Total Coumy Funds ~39.· $ 66,667 
1 
I 

State Funds (80%) I 251-35~ $ 258,153 -2.6,ti l 



.,. 

CONTRACT FOR PUBLIC DEFENSE SERVICES 

The Board of County Commissioners of Pickaway County, Ohio, located at 139 West 
Franklin Street, ClrcleviUe, Ohio 43113 referred to hereafter as srthe Contracting 
Authority," and the Office of the Ohio Public Defender, a State Agency located at 250 E. 
Broad Street, Ste. 1400 Columbus, Ohio 43215, referred to hereafter as athe Agency,n 
hereby agree to this Contract for the provision of public defense services. The terms of 
this Contract are fully set forth below. 

1. Authority for Contract 

1.1 The Contracting Authority has a responstbllity to provide publfc defense 
services pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Chapter 120. 

1.2 • The Contracting Authority has elected pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33(8) to 
: contract with the Agency to provide public defense setvices. 

1.3 The Agency has authority pursuant to O.R.C. 120.04(7) to contract with 
the Contracting Authority for the provision of public defense services. 

1.4 The Agency and Contracting Authority agree that pursuant to O.R.C. 
120.08(A)(6) the Agency's provision of pubJic defense services for the 
Contracting Authority Is limited to the terms of this Contract. 

2. Term of Contract 

The term of this Contract shall be July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027. 

3. Compensation 

3.1 The Contracting Authority agrees to pay the Agency the sum of 
$57,668.00. This amount shall be paid in four equal installments of 
$14,417.00 due July 1, 2026, October 1, 2026, January 5, 2027, and April 
1, 2027. 

3.2 The contract amount Is based on the funding level appropriated by the 
Ohio Legislature for Fiscal Year 2027 and an estimated statewide rate of 
80 percent for reimbursement of county level Indigent defense systems for 
Fiscal Year 2027. If the funding level or estimated rate of reimbursement 

; should change during the term of this Contract, the contract amount and 
any remaining quarterly payments shall be adjusted to reflect the new 

. funding revel or statewide percentage rate of reimbursement. 
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4. Services Provided 

The Agency agrees to provide and perform the followlng pubUc defense services In 
accordance with the terms, limits, conditions, and definitions contained in this 
agreement. 

4.1 The Agency wlU provide legal representation to eligible adult clients 
pursuant to the followfng schedule of providers, numbers of cases, and 
case caps: 

Providers FelonvCao Misdemeanor Cap 
OPD Office 0 0 
Subcontractors 160 748 
Total 160 748 

4.2 The OPD will provide legal representation to eligible juvenile clients 
, pursuant to the following schedule of providers, numbers of cases and 
case caps: 

Providers Juvenile Cap 
OPD Office 0 
Total 0 

4.3 In the event of an increase in the number of cases and clients needing 
representation, the Contracting Authority may request the Agency exceed 
the case caps listed for each of the providers by not more than 10% of 
total cases listed in Sections 4.1 and 4.2 per provider. The Agency may 
decline to exceed the case caps and need not provide a reason for doing 
so. Jf the Agency agrees to exceed the case caps the Contracting 
Authority shall pay an additional amount to the Agency calculated as 
follows: cost per case multiplied by the number of cases multiplled by the 
Contracting Authority's share pursuant to SecUon 3.2 of this Contract 

• using the following schedule: 

Type of Case Cost per Case 
Felonv $667.00 
Misdemeanor $250.00 
Juvenile $500.00 

When caseload restrictions preclude representation by the Agency, the 
Contracting Authority shall compensate other counsel appointed by the 
court havJng Jurisdiction of the case for legal representation and shall be 
reimbursed by the Agency pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33 and O.R.C. 120.34. 

4.4 The Agency wlll provide legal representation to elfgible cllents at every 
stage of the proceedings following arrest, detention, service of summons. 
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Indictment, or as required by O.R.C. 2935.20. The Agency will continue 
representation through disposition of the case. 

4.5 The Agency will file a notice of appeal, request for appointment of counsel, 
docketing statement, affidavit of lndigency, and request for preparation of 
transcript where the ellg1ble cllent has a right to appeal pursuant to 
O.R.C. 2953.08 and the eligible client requests that an appeal be filed. 

4.6 : Motions for Judicial release. The Agency wlll provide representation 
pursuant to the Contract for one motion for judicial release per case . 

. 
4.7 Motions for jail time credit. The Agency will provide representation 

pursuant to the Contract for one motion for Jail time credit per case. 

4.8 The Agency may elect to participate in driver's lfcense re .. fnstatement 
clfnics, expungement or record sealing clfnlcs, or other slmllar clinics In the 
county where the Contracting Authority Is located. 

4.9 lndigency and client eligib1Jlty for representation under this Contract shall 
be determined by the Agency under the terms of O.R.C. 120.05 and 
O.A.C. 120-1-03. The Agency shall obtain a completed financial disclosure 

. form (OPD-206R) for each client represented. 

5. Limitations on Services Provided 

The legal representation provided by the Agency pursuant to this Contract Is 
limited In the followlng ways: 

5.1 Capital Cases. Neither the Agency nor any subcontractor will provide 
representation pursuant to this Contract when: 

A. A defendant has been charged with aggravated murder and the 
indictment includes one or more specifications of aggravating 
circumstances listed In O.RC. 2929.04(A); or 

B. A juvenile defendant has been charged with aggravated murder 
and the indictment includes one or more spec1flcat1ons of 
aggravating circumstances listed in O.R.C. 2929.04(A), even 
though the defendant is under eighteen years of age and cannot be 
sentenced to death. 

5.2 Guardian-ad-Litem. Neither the Agency nor any subcontractor will provide 
representation pursuant to this Contract as a guardlan-ad-litem. 

5.3 Neglect, Abuse and Dependency. Neither the Agency nor any 
subcontractor will provide representation pursuant to this Contract for 
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cases arising under O.R.C. 2151.03 (Neglected Child), O.R.C. 2151.031 
(Abused Child), O.R.C. 2151.04 (Dependent Child), and O.R.C. 2151.05 
(Child Without Proper Parental Care). 

5.4 Non-Support Cases. Neither the Agency nor any subcontractor wlll 
provide representation In non-support, or parentage cases arising In either 
the General or Juvenile Division of the Common Pleas Court pursuant to 
this Contract. 

5.5 Appeals. Neither the Agency nor any subcontractor wJH provide 
representation pursuant to this Contract for any appeals, except as 
required by Section 8.10 of this Contract. 

5.6 Conflicts. In any case covered by the Contract where an ethical conflict 
precludes the Agency or Its subcontractors from providing representation, 
the Contracting Authority shall compensate counsel appointed by the court 
having Jurisdiction of the case for legal representation and shall be 
reimbursed by the Agency pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33 and O.R.C. 120.34. 

Nothing in thls Contract prohibits the Agency from withdrawing from a 
case due to a conflict of Interest or due to a finding that the client js 
financially rneliglble for services. 

5.7 Multiple Defendants. The Agency wlll provide legal representation for one 
eligible cUent charged With crimes or acts arising from the same act, 
transaction, or course of events. Additional coAdefendant cases may be 
allocated among the subcontractors, not more than one client per 
subcontractor, subject to ethlcal conflicts. If there are more defendants 
than the Agency and its subcontractors can represent In such a case or 
the case caps have been reached, the court having Jurisdiction over the 
case shall be responsible for appoinUng other counsel and the Contracting 
Authority shall compensate other counsel appointed by the court having 
Jurisdiction of the case to represent the defendants and shall be 
reimbursed by"the Agency pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33 and O.R.C. 120.34. 

5.8 Competency/Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity Evaluations. For cases 
where a competency or not guilty by reason of insanity evaluation Is 
required, nothing In this Contract shall abrogate the duties of the court 
having jurisdiction over the case to provide competency or not guilty by 
reason of insanity evaluation pursuant to state law and those costs shall 
be paid by the Contracting Authority. 
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6. Provision of Services 

8.1 The Agency agrees to employ assistant state publlc defenders and/or 
subcontractors to provide legal representation fn cases within Pickaway 
County as specified in Sections 4 and 5 of this Contract. 

6.2 In cases where legal representation is provided under the tem1s of this 
Contract, the Agency has sole discretion to allocate cases to assistant 
state public defenders or to subcontractors. 

6.3 The Agency agrees to maintain support staff sufflclent for the number of 
assistant state public defenders emp[oyed by the Agency pursuant to this 
Contract. but nothing in this Contract shall be construed to require support 

, staff or support services for subcontractors. 

6.4 The Agency agrees to obtain necessary expert and forensic assistance for 
defense of cases covered under the terms of this Contract, except for 
those covered by Section 5.8. As the contract amount included in Section 
3 Incorporates and recovers costs in arrears for expert and forensic 
services from the prior calendar year, should the Contract be terminated 
prior to completion by the Contracting Authority, or (fa new Contract is not 
entered Into for the following fiscal year, the OPD shall reserve the right to 
bnl the Contracting Authority for any costs of these services Incurred from 
January 1, 2026 and up to the date of termination or non-renewal. 

6.5 The Agency agrees to provide assistant state public defenders and 
, subcontractors continuing legal education training within the State of Ohio 

not to exceed twelve hours of crlmlnal or Juvenile training per year. 

6.6 The Contracting Authority agrees that the Agency has sole discretion and 
responsibility for choosf ng and hiring all assistant state public defenders 
and subcontractors covered by this Contract and further agrees that the 
Contracting Authority will In no way Interfere with the Agency's discretton 
In these matters. 

6. 7 The parties agree that the cost of any necessary transcripts are not 
included In this agreement Transcripts w111 be obtained and paid for as 
prescribed under O.R.C. 120.33 and 120.34. 

6.8 If a contract w1th a subcontractor is tennlnated prior to the completion of 
the number of cases designated In Sections 4.1 and 4.2 of this Contract 
the Agency wfll, with good faith and due diligence, make reasonable 
efforts to replace the subcontractor. 

A. If the Agency is unable to locate a qualified replacement 
subcontractor within 60 days of the start of this Contract or 60 days 
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after the termination of the contract with the subcontractor, the 
amount of this Contract shall be reduced pro-rata by the 
Contracting Authoritys share pursuant to Section 3.2 of this 
Contract of the outstanding amount not yet paid to the 
subcontractor under Sections 4.1 and 4.2 of this Contract pursuant 
to the cost per case amounts under Section 4.3 of this Contract. 

B. When the Agency is unable to replace a subcontractor, the court having 
Jurisdiction over the case shall be responsible for appointing other counsel 
and the Contracting Authority shall compensate other counsel appointed 
by the court having Jurisdiction of the case to represent the defendants 
and shall be reimbursed by the Agency pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33 and 
120.34. 

7. Termination of Contract 

7.1 This Contract may be terminated by either party without cause upon ninety 
days written notice. 

7.2 Upon termlnaUon of this Contract pursuant to Section 7.1, the Agency's 
obligation to represent eligible cHents under this Contract ceases. It wJII be 
the Contracting Authority's obligation to provide representation to eligible 
clients who were represented by the Agency at the time of the termination 
of the Contract. 

7.3 The Agency may tennfnate this Contract If any payment required by 
Section 3.1 is not made within three business day of the date on which it is 
due. 

7.4 Upon termination of this Contract pursuant to Section 7.3 the Agency may 
elect to continue representation of elfgible clients. If the Agency elects to 
continue representaUon It must provide written notice of this decision 
within three busrness days of the termination of the Contract. The Agency 
may terminate this election with thirty days written notice. 

7.5 If the Agency does not elect to continue representation of ellglble clients 
pursuant to Section 7.4, then itwlll be the Contracting Authority's 
obllgation to provide representation to eligible clfents who were 
represented by the Agency at the time of the termination of the Contract. 

7.6 Should the Agency elect to continue representation of eligible clients 
pursuant to Section 7.4 the Contracting Authority agrees to pay the 
Agency the actual cost of continuing representation of eligible clients. The 
Agency's legal fees In such cases will adhere to the State Fee Schedule. 
Upon payment of the itemized bill the Agency will process the bill for 

' 
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reimbursement pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33. The Contracting Authority 
need not submit the paid bill for reimbursement. 

7.7 Should this contract not be renewed, or the Contracting Authority not 
contract with the Agency for Indigent defense services after the expiration 

. of this Contract, the Agency may elect to continue representation of 
· eligible clfents. If the Agency elects to continue representation it must 
provide written notice of this decision within three business days of the 
explration of this Contract The Agency may terminate this election with 
thirty days wr1tten notice. 

7 .8 If the Agency does not elect to continue representation of eUgible clients 
pursuant to Section 7.7, then It wlll be the Contracting Authoritys 
obligation to provide representation to ellglble clients who were 
represented by the Agency at the time of the termination of the Contract . 

7.9 Should the Agency elect to continue representation of eligible clients 
pursuant to Section 7. 7 the Contracting Authority agrees to pay the 
Agency the actual cost of continuing representation of eligible clients. The 
Agency's legal fees in such cases will adhere to the State Fee Schedule. 
Upon payment of the itemized bill the Agency will process the bill for 
reimbursement pursuant to O.R.C. 120.33. The Contracting Authority 
need not submit the paid blll for reimbursement. 

7 .1 0 Any written notice provided pursuant to thfs Contract shall be considered 
fumished when it Is sent by Certified Mail with the United States Postal 
Service to: 

Office of the Ohio Public Defender 250 E. Broad Street. Ste. 1400 
Columbus. Ohio 43215 

Pickaway County Commissioners 139 West Franklin Street Circleville, 
Ohio 43113 

8. Definitions 

The following definitions control this Contract. 

8.1 "Eligible client" means any indigent person who: 

A. is charged with the commission of an offense or act that is a 
vtolation of a state statute, for which the penalty or any possible 
adjudication Includes the potential loss of liberty; or 

B. Is charged with the commission of an offense or act that Is a 
violation of an ordinance of a municipal corporation for which the 

Page7of10 



penalty or any possible adjudication Includes the potential loss of 
liberty, If the Contracting Authority has contracted with the 
municipal corporation to provide legal representation for indigent 
persons charged with a violation of an ordinance of the municipal 
corporation: or 

C. Is charged with vfofatlng the terms of community control or 
probation imposed pursuant to O.R.C. 2929.15 and 2929.25; 

D. is charged with violating the terms of intervention ln Jiau of 
conviction Imposed pursuant to O.R.C. 2921.041; 

E. Is charged with vlola6ng the terms of a diversion program; 

F. has the right to counsel pursuant to O.R.C. 2935.20. 

8.2 11Ethical conflict" means any conflict of interest or appearance of 
impropriety which violates the Ohio RuJes of Professlonal Conduct or any 
state or federal raw. 

8.3 11Case" means all applicable proceedings when one eligible client is 
charged or indicted for one offense or a series of offenses arisfng from a 
single event. A single case Is also counted when one eligible client fs 
charged or indicted with offenses resulting from a series of events that 
occur in the course of one scheme of conduct happening over a period of 
time, regardless of the number of counts or charges. When one elfglble 
client is charged with unrelated acts happening at separate times. each 
act or charge shall be counted as a separate case when tried separately. 

8.4 cscompanion casesu means one eligible client Is charged with unrelated 
acts happening at separate times (separate cases), but the cases are 
scheduled contemporaneously for all court appearances. In such 
Instances, the flrst case shall count as one case and each additional case 
that is contemporaneously scheduled shall count as one half of a case. If 
the cases are lnltlally scheduled as companion cases but subsequenUy 
severed, each case shall count as one case. 

8.5 "Consolidated cases" means one elfgible client is charged in multiple 
cases. i.e. CRB, TRD, and TRC, with related acts happening at the same 
time. In such instances, the ffrst case shall count as one case and 
additional case(s) shall not count as a case, unless the cases are filed in 
courts of different Jurisdictions. 

8.6 nObjections case" means the filing of written objections to a magistrate's 
decision when a magistrate hears a case in juvenfle court. An objections 
case shall be counted as one third of a case. 
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8.7 "Revocation case" means representing an eligible client when a motion to 
violate community control, probation, Intervention in lieu of conviction, or 
diversion is flied against them. Representation in a revocation case shaH 
be counted as one quarter of a case. 

8.8 "Preliminary hearing" means represenUng an eligible client when their 
lnlUal appearance on a felony Is not pursuant to Indictment and a 
preliminary hearing Is required by Ohio Criminal Rule 5. Representation In 
a preliminary hearing case shall be counted as one third of a case. 

8.9 "Extradition cases" means representation jn extradition proceedings as 
required by Ohio Revised Code 2963.09 rncludlng applying for a writ of 
habeas corpus. Representation In an extradition case shall be counted as 
one quarter of a case. 

8.10 CIDisposition" means: 

A. the dismissal of a case; 

B. the imposition of sentence In a case: 

C. the entering of an order placfng the eligible cUent in diversion; 

D. the entering of an order placing the eligible client in inteivention in 
lieu of conviction; 

E. the entering of an order placing the eligible client in a specialty 
docket, including but not limited to drug court, mental health docket, 
or veterans' docket: 

F. the entering of an order finding the eligible client not guilty by 
reason of insanity or Incompetent to stand trial and not restorable; 

G. the bind over of case to another court after a finding of probable 
cause, Including but not limited to a bind over after a prefiminary 
hearing in municipal court, or a bind over of from a juvenile court to 
common pleas court; 

H. the entering of a warrant committing an eligible client to Jail 
pursuant to O.R.C. 2963.13, or the ruling on the eligible client's writ 
of habeas corpus flied pursuant to O.R.C. 2963.09; 

1. If the case Is decrded by a magistrate disposition does not occur 
until the judge approves that decision. 
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Disposition includes the filing of a notice of appeal, request for 
appointment of counsel, docketing statement, affidavit of indigency, and 
request for preparation of transcript. 

8.11 "Assistant state public defender' means an attorney who is an employee 
of the Agency. 

8.12 "Subcontractor" means an attorney who has contracted with the OPD to 
provide legal services pursuant to this Contract. 

9. Participation in Recoupment Program 

The Contracting Authority agrees to participate in a recoupment program for 
partially indigent counsel fees as provided in O.A.C. 120-1-05 and 120-1-03(J). 

10. Modification 

10.1 This Contract may not be amended orally. 

10.2 This Contract may only be amended by written addendum, signed and 
executed by the parties. or their successors. 

~' 
. er 

Ohio Public Defender 
For Contractor 

L/.17.'UrJ 
Date County Commissioner 

Contracting Authority 

..,.., 
Contracting Authority 

County Commissioner 
Contracting Authority 

Date 

~' Date 
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